
Listener Response as a Function of  
the Songwriter's Presentation

= Expression
= Communication

SONG  PRESENTATION CHOICE

(How you present your message to a stranger)

DE
SI

RE
D 

LI
ST

EN
ER

 R
ES

PO
NS

E

(T

he
 e

ffe
ct

 y
ou

 w
an

t t
he

 so
ng

 to
 h

av
e 

on
 a

 st
ra

ng
er

)
(Setting the Bar for Yourself)

The numbers represent a relative degree of effort required to achieve the desired goal.  

Add the two numbers together for a relative degree of difficulty for what you are trying 


to achieve.  An attitudinal song takes the least amount of effort, and a story-song takes the most.  

Getting a listener to feel something is the easiest thing to do while getting a listener to take an 

action is much  more difficult.   Thus, an attitudinal song that only seeks to evoke a feeling is the 
easiest to achieve (1+1) which is why so many songs are of this type.  A story-song that gets a 

listener to take an action (5+5) is the most difficult to achieve.   It is your choice where you set the 
bar for yourself -- a choice between the path of least resistance or the road less traveled.
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Attitudinal Situational Story
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